SCIENCE ANu MEDICINE 



Public in many lands unaware 
of any possible cancer link; 
ad curbs called ineffective 


T HE POSSIBLE link between amokint vnS 
cancer is a matter at much controversy in the 
United States, but elsewhere in the world, a 
special survey by United Press International reveals, 
the puffers seem to be smoking more and enjoying 
it more. 

A number ot factors are Involved. 

For bite, the matter of a cancer-dgarei neup hasn't 
even been brought before the public In moat countries. 

. For snot her a great many nations get their ihiel tax 
revenue from tobacco products Although there appears 
to be no direct move by any of these governments tp keep 
knowledge of possible dangers of smoking from the public 
at large, these governments also are not about to cut their 
own fiscal throats by playing up the cancer scare 

Some of these governments, however. In a weak paaa 
at taking note of the altuation, have banned public tobacco 
advertising Since atudles have shown, overseas at least, 
that few new smokers are garnered from advertlaements. 
and since a confirmed unoker doesn't need adverttiemeirta 
to keep him interested, thia has had little effect on the 
smoking rite. 


U fact, the amoher of was k sn, mad rtgnraSo ci — mid. 

continues a sharp annua] rise 

In those few countries where alarm has b*en raised • 
In medical circles and the government, soma odd solutions 
have been advanced. 

Ths West German Health Ministry wants the tax on 
Clears Is reduced. Ministry officials say that a boost to 
the tax would force smokers to puff each b*tt down to 
the very last drag, thus torxaaalng their to taka of harmful 
byproducts. 

Pointing to the United States, where the unit coat to 
the snoker is considerably loaa, these officials state that 
American smokers, because of the lower coat. puff a few 
limes and then toss the clgaret away before It burns down 
to the so-called "danger point." 

"Britain has token the lead to drawing attention ad 


CC90STS00T 


World Isn’t 
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Ms people to the ralation which some medic# I autlwniiei 
say exiats del seen smoking and cancer of the lung and 
other diset sea 

The British initiative that sorted Luiopran. and world- 
SddJ, Interest was a 35.00f-word report by the Royal Cil- 
k'gi of Physicians In Match. It stated that the goiein- 
men must warn the people evidence exists that smoking 
can have dangeioui* consequent#* and (list there is con 
•'incin.i ev dence' fir king clgaret smoklig with lung cancer 

"Henvy emoiieca may have 30 limes ihe deaih vale ot 
nen snokers," the report said. 

The committee, omprlaed of nine docipit. none ol 
whom now smokes cigarets. recommended that: 

The already heavy tax on cigar* I a be further Inn eased 
as a leterrenl 1 q smoking 

Advertisements which encourage smoking be pre¬ 
vented or si least restricted 

Smoking In public should be more wide)]' prohibited 
thin It is. 

Meanwhile, the Britton fftetatriro a# Educate* and 

Health Ul ncned a campilgn to reduce smoking tmon; 
school children, although It already Is Illegal in Bills In to 
aeU tobacco to children under 16. 

The effect of this campaign is somewhat doubtful, 
however, since tha-report by Ihe Roysl College noted that 
U to 15 percent ot British boys alieady smoke clgsrrO 
by the age of 10—often with peientil consent or encour¬ 
agement. 

The British tobacco manufacturers' standing commit 
lee and the Tobacco Advisory Commltle# quickly came 
out with a report of their own In which they staled lhal 
the Royel College had added liltle to previous research 
on the matter, tnstead, they called Ihe ieport an "Incom¬ 
plete assessment’’ of s problem which Includes air pollu¬ 
tion. 

Should the British government go along with the 
recommendation for sill) higher tobacco Use*. It could 
well price cigarets out of the reach of many people. The 
British tax on cigarets Is Ihe highest In the world. It is 
equivalent to about 45 U.S, cents of a package costing 
about 63 cents 

In Italy, tobacco Is a state monopoly There, the gov¬ 
ernment last May banned the advertising of tobacco 
products In newspapers and magazine*. The ban was 
already In existence on state-run television and radio 
However, this was the only action, officially or privately, 
to attempt to cut clgaret consumption. 

Statistics recently released showed Italians were 
■nokinf eight percent more cigarets in tha past nine 
months than In (lie previous period last yefr. 

The tobacco Industry in Denmark, where no advertis¬ 
ing is earned on the state-operated television and radio, 
recently voluntarily ended clgaret advertising In msga 
Knee and movie theaters. The action came after acme 
Danish doctors started their own anti-cigaret campaign 
and established—without state aid—clinics to help break 
the smoking habit. 

Ihe Danish industry move was quickly followed In 
Finland, where the privately-managed Industry June 6 
voluntarily ended tobacco advertising on both stale-owned 
and commercial television station* In Denmark. The 
Ftonlih radio does not carry advertising. 

In West Germany there Is full tobacco advertising to 
an media. But the ministry of health is preparing an 
anti-amoklng campaign, subject to parliamentary approval. 

Complete apathy ee toe subject exists to Holland. 
Switzerland, Norway, Spain, Portugal. Austria, Belgium 
and Fgance. No action, official or unofficial, has been 
taken or la planned. 

Most of these countries do not carry any type of 
advertising on radio or television. Those that do, do not 
carry dgaret commercials 

In the Soviet Union, authorities have tried to dis¬ 
courage smoking as generally bed for health, but have 
not recognized publicly the possibility that smoking may 
toad to lung cancer. 

Tha hierarchy sets the example. None of the mem¬ 
bers of the Communist party's ruling presidium la ever 
earn smoking to public. If Indeed they amok* at all. 

Tat, the Soviet state has a monoply on tobacco. And, 
flUar cigarets were introduced there two years ago. 

In the Far Cast, with lew esc* pi ion*, little thought 


Likely to Stop Smoking 



The doubtful effect of the ofliHal British campaign to call attention to a smoking-cancor relationship ta 
graphically demonstrated In this ace no. 


to given to reducing the number ef dgaret wnokers, ee 
the problem of cancer. 

In fact, to Japan, there ha* been criUctun from earn* 
quarters that the government actually encourages smoking 
because the clgaret business Is a ns I Iona I monopoly. 

In Korea where the government also has the monopoly 
on cigarets, Iher# Is no widespread tear, of cancer. The 
government has never publicized the possibility that there 
might he danger of a cancer link. 

The Chinese Medical Assn, recently held a symposium 
to Hong Kong to Illustrate how dgareu affect the respira¬ 
tory system, but it did not move the government to take 
any action toward curbing amoktog. Instead, sales of 
cigarets are on the Increase to Hong Kong. 

There is definite concern in the Phlilnpine*. but not 
at the government level 

According to Dr. Roman Sals cop. andatant director of 
the cancer detect Urn and diagnostic center of the Philippine 
Cancer Society, some doctor* art privately advising their 
patients to give up smoking 

Dr: Trinidad Prebin. director of the bureau of re¬ 
search laboratories of the department of health. aays U 
would be difficult to wage a “no-smoking" drive because 
tha department does not believe absolute proof has been 
turned up Joining cigarets and cancer. 

Cigaret sales in lhe Philippines continue to ns*. 

On Formosa, where about 40 percent of the total 
government annua] revenue comes Iran the earnings of 
the government tobacco and wine monopoly, there is no 
government move to alert the populace or to curb smoking. 

A ministry of health official In Singapore aays tha 
government feel* that action Is nte warranted. Thli, 
despite the fact that the Singapore Medical Assn >» 
urged the government to take immediate action I- 
courage dgaret amoktog. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/qxykOOOO 
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